
Trends in heavy metal concentrations in mosses in Europe: 1990 - 2010 

 

Figure 1. Average median heavy metal concentration (± one standard error) in mosses for countries that 

reported metal data for at least four survey years since 1990; some countries reported three survey years 

since 1995 for mercury (Harmens et al., 2015). The blue dots in the graphs show the decline in deposition 

across Europe as modelled by EMEP (Travnikov et al., 2012). The black and blue values in the graphs represent 

the percentage change (i.e. a decline) between 1990 (1995 for mercury) and 2010 for the moss concentrations 

and EMEP modelled depositions respectively.   

 

 

 

Figure 2. Average median heavy metal concentration in mosses (± one standard error) for countries that 

reported metal data for at least four survey years since 1990 (1995 for arsenic; Harmens et al., 2015). The 

values in the graphs represent the percentage change (i.e. a decline) between 1990 (1995 for arsenic) and 

2010. 

 

Note: all figures and data are copyright of ICP Vegetation.   
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